
singularenglish.com | Study Sheet 1 

 

GET in the Passive | GET in the Causative 
 

Remember that both structures are informal. 

 

 

1. GET can replace BE in the Passive 

• Here, GET is usually used to speak about something negative or unexpected.  
 

GET + Past Participle = be + Past Participle  

 
 He got fined for parking on a zebra crossing. = he was fined 

 We got ripped off by an illegal taxi. = we were overcharged 

 I got nominated employee of the month! = I have been nominated 

 
 
Here are some more examples. 
 

• get adopted • get caught • get injured 

• get arrested • get chosen • get invited 

• get asked • get elected • get killed 

• get beaten • get fined • get nominated 

• get bitten • get fired/sacked • get paid 

• get blamed • get hired • get promoted 

• get broken • get hit • get stolen 

• get burgled • get hurt • get told 

 

• Do not confuse the Passive with an adjective construction. 

She got paid. = She was paid. (She received the money.) 

BUT     He got bored. = He became/started to feel bored (NOT He was bored).  

(See my corresponding post and PDF: http://singularenglish.com/get-become-start-to-be/)

http://singularenglish.com/get-become-start-to-be/
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2. GET can replace HAVE in the Causative:  

• The Causative is used to speak about things we don’t do ourselves, but for 
which we usually pay someone to do them for us. 
 

 GET something done = have something done  

 

She got her picture taken for her new passport. = she had her picture taken 

My watch has stopped. I need to get it fixed. = I need to have it fixed 

They’ll get their flat redecorated. = they will have their flat redecorated 

 

Here are some more examples. 

 

• get the roof repaired • get her hair cut/done 

• get the house painted • get a dress made 

• get the flat redecorated • get his suit cleaned 

• get the locks changed • get the invitations printed 

• get the car serviced • get our photo taken 

• get the computer fixed  • get my teeth whitened 

• get our shopping delivered • get a bouquet bound 

• get my passport renewed • get the rings engraved 

• get his eyes tested • get a tattoo done 

 

• Where can I get it done? 

 

• Where did you get it done? 

 


